
We purchased Junior Librarian and I was given the on-site training 

which proved to be invaluable when cataloguing, carrying out stock 

checks, creating borrower’s barcodes and lots of other features. On 

courses over the next few years I met quite a lot of school staff  who 

had taken over the school library, had Junior Librarian put on but had 

not the training and been shown the shortcuts. One lady I met who 

ran a similar sized library said it had taken her six months to catalogue 

the books; it had taken me three weeks working in the afternoons.

Upgrade to Junior Librarian Net.

We are very lucky at Scarning in that we have a lot of fi nancial help 

from a local trust; The Secker Trust. In the latter part of 2015 the 

Deputy Head, who is also the school’s Literacy co-ordinator, wrote to 

the Trust asking if they would cover the cost of upgrading the now 

dated Junior Librarian to Junior Librarian Net. At the same time she 

also asked for £4,000 pounds to invest in new library books. They 

agreed, and in 2015 Phil Chatterton got in touch to arrange a training 

day on the 27th January for myself and a colleague. 

When I started working at Scarning we had just a few shelves of books in what used to be the entrance hall to the school. When the 

school had a huge extension, adding seven classrooms in 2007 the library was initially housed in a spare classroom. It soon became 

obvious that this was not a good site with it being rather isolated from the main school. It was decided to move the library to its 

current venue, an open area near to reception, visible to all and an attractive feature as you enter the school. 

The training was very thorough, and Phil a very patient instructor 

with a brilliant sense of humour. We were amazed at just how much 

could be done with the new system and that the children could 

access so much of this at home.

The Improvements in the Library.

A huge benefi t of having Junior Librarian Net has been that it is 

much easier to see books that are overdue, advertise new books, 

generate reminders, create reviews and generally communicate 

with the parents and pupils.

We have been looking at ways to get the children more involved 

from home; we ran a Book Review competition at Easter with every 

child that entered a review on line or drew a front cover of their 

favourite book being rewarded with an Easter egg!! We are also 

planning a competition of ‘Extreme Reading’ where the children 

are photographed reading a book in bizarre settings during the 

summer holidays.

A huge bene� t of having Junior Librarian Net has been that it 
is much easier to see books that are overdue, advertise new 
books, generate reminders, create reviews and generally 
communicate with the parents and pupils.
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We have a team of Junior Librarians from years 4 and 5 who tidy; check books have been returned correctly, put them back on the shelves and 

generally look after the library at lunchtimes. 

Long term plans for the library include using on-line activities, encouraging children to use the class computers to write reviews and generally 

using all the marvellous resources available to us through Junior Librarian Net.                                                                                                                                            

The help desk service is great, quickly answered and with a friendly person who is well trained to sort out any problems; there are a lot of big 

organizations who could take lessons from this high level of customer service!!

Thank you very much.
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